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The Liturgy of the Word 

 

 

Blessed are you, holy and living One. 
You come to your people and set them free. 
 

Collect for Purity 

 

Hymn of Praise:   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOmunCOi0jA&list=RDjOmunCOi0jA&start_radio=1


 

 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 

being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together 

in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy 

temple acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

 



A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah: 

Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in 

the presence of the priests and all the people who were 

standing in the house of the LORD; and the prophet Jeremiah 

said, “Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the 

words that you have prophesied, and bring back to this place 

from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the 

exiles.  But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing 

and in the hearing of all the people.  The prophets who 

preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, 

famine, and pestilence against many countries and great 

kingdoms.   

As for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of 

that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD 

has truly sent the prophet.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18  (Organ only, other words flashed on screen) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=81UqEcxVro0&list=RD81UqEcxVro0&start_radio=1


 

This is the song of the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 

 



A reading from St. Paul’s Epistle to the Church in Rome: 

Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal 

bodies, to make you obey their passions.  No longer present 

your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present 

yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death 

to life, and present your members to God as instruments of 

righteousness.  For sin will have no dominion over you, since 

you are not under law but under grace.  What then? Should we 

sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no 

means!  Do you not know that if you present yourselves to 

anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom 

you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, 

which leads to righteousness?   

But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, 

have become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching 

to which you were entrusted, and that you, having been set 

free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.  I am 

speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations.  

For just as you once presented your members as slaves to 

impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present 

your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.  

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 

righteousness.  So what advantage did you then get from the 

things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those 

things is death.  But now that you have been freed from sin 

and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is sanctification. 

The end is eternal life.  For the wages of sin is death,  

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 

Thanks be to God. 



 



Sequence Hymn: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tNradHcvnVs&list=RDtNradHcvnVs&start_radio=1


 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ 

according to St. Matthew:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

"Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever 

welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.  Whoever 

welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a 

prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in 

the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the 

righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one 

of these little ones in the name of a disciple--truly I tell you, 

none of these will lose their reward." 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon 

 



Terrifying Word, life-giving Word, sanctifying Word, 

send your Spirit to equip and inspire us, 

and make your grace-filled hospitality  

the center of our lives. + 

For the last three weeks we have been reading and reflecting 

on the tenth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, in which Jesus has 

been preparing his disciples for mission. 

He has called together the twelve disciples, whom Matthew 

lists by name.  He has bestowed upon them power over evil 

spirits and over every disease and sickness, power to restore 

wholeness wherever they encounter broken bodies, broken 

minds, broken lives.  They are to proclaim that the Kingdom 

of Heaven is close at hand. 

He has told them to travel light, to concentrate on Israel, at 

least for the time being, and to depend on the hospitality of 

those to whom they are sent to provide the necessities of life 

along the way.  If they are not received in a place, they are to 

move on to the next, shaking the dust of the unreceptive town 

from their feet. 

He has told them to expect opposition.  The Reign of God is 

not something that will be received as Good News by those in 

power, or by those who live in fear of them.  They will be 

arrested and dragged before the representatives of empire, 

both secular and religious.  The Spirit of the Father will be 

present to give them the words with which they will respond.   

Discord will create tension and alienation in families.  

Everyone will hate you because of me, Jesus tells them.  But 

their trials will be nothing more nor less than a share in the 

trials of him whose disciples they are.   



Do not be afraid of the opposition.  There is nothing hidden 

that will not be revealed.  God has numbered the very hairs on 

your head.  To seek personal fulfillment by this world’s values 

is to court disappointment.  Those who would find their life on 

their own will lose it.   

But those who lose their life—who invest their life in the 

kingdom values that seek and serve Christ in every person, 

who invest themselves in the pursuit of peace, and justice with 

compassion,—they will find life. 

The disciples are to identify with Jesus.  And by identifying 

with Jesus they are identifying with God.  They are identifying 

with the prophetic justice and righteousness that are part and 

parcel of the values that God wants us to live by.  The cup of 

water looks ahead to Matthew 25, where Jesus will explicitly 

take to himself the identity of the least, the last, and the lost. 

As Jesus sends his disciples off, we find ourselves looking 

ahead to next week’s semiquincentennial Fourth of July 

weekend.  This and Thanksgiving Day are the only secular 

holidays for which liturgical Propers are provided in the 

Church’s Calendar, and though Independence Day does not 

take precedence over the numbered proper, I have been known 

to take that liberty.   

As Jesus has sent his disciples off to proclaim the Good News, 

so are we sent out into the various environments in which we 

live and move and have our being.  To call to discipleship is a 

call to leaven those various environments with God’s love. 

 



The political philosophy on which this country was founded, 

the idea that government derives its legitimate power from the 

consent of the governed, means that when we talk about, or 

pray for, “those who bear the authority of government in this 

and every land,” we’re talking about ourselves, at least as far 

as this land is concerned.  As for other lands, our underlying 

political philosophy calls on us to monitor the degree to which 

our government interferes in the affairs of other nations, and to 

what aims and purposes, advocating and voting accordingly. 

There is a sharp divide in American Christianity over what it 

means to follow Jesus in the political and social arena.  For 

some, following Jesus means maintaining standards of purity, 

and insisting that others comply with those same standards.  

God has been thought, more often than not, to be heavily 

invested in the status quo—especially when those who 

interpret the will of God to a culture are themselves heavily 

invested in the status quo.  Issues that belong in the realm of 

personal stewardship become the subject of strident voices of 

condemnation masquerading as prophecy.   

That kind of discipleship Jesus actively and consistently 

opposed. 

From the time of Elijah and Micah and Jeremiah and Amos, of 

Jesus and the Apostolic Church, to the time of the Founding 

Fathers, down to our own time, God has dispatched prophetic 

voices, calling us back into the original vision of who and 

what we were meant to be, individually as disciples and as 

citizens; corporately as the Body of Christ, as a nation, and as 

the world community, that we might reflect anew the image of 

God, and work to build a just society reflecting the reign of 

God.  And we need to listen to them.   



Our God is a God of steadfast love, with a fervent passion for 

“liberty and justice for all.”  A God who knows that we stray 

from the way of truth and love, forgives us, and guides us 

back onto the right path. 

As we prepare to commit ourselves to the God of loving-

kindness at Baptism, we “renounce the evil forces of this 

world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God.”  We 

promise, in fact, to “persevere in resisting evil [in all forms 

and at all levels] and, “whenever you fall into sin [whether as 

individuals, or as a Church, or as a society] to repent and 

return to the Lord.”   

We commit ourselves to “seek and serve Christ in all 

persons.”  That is our orientation, as disciples of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to our fellow human beings, in Jerusalem, in 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  Those who 

are like us and those who differ from us.  Those who love us 

and those who hate us.  Including those we count as 

enemies—Jesus was quite clear about that.  From that 

perspective we will naturally “strive for justice and peace 

among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being.”   

 



We will exercise responsible stewardship over all that we are 

and all that we have, whether we consider that it is to God, or 

to future generations, that the Creation ultimately belongs.  

And therein, I think, lies the key to understanding the demands 

of Christian discipleship on our behavior as citizens.  I believe 

that, if we are exercising faithful discipleship as followers of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ, then we will, at the same time, be 

exercising responsible citizenship.  I would further assert that 

any disciple who finds this not to be the case, needs to reassess 

their orientation toward one or both roles. 

For Moses and the prophets of Israel sought to create a more 

perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, 

provide for the common defense, and promote the general 

welfare of God’s people.   

Throughout the Scriptures God claims the poor as God’s own 

special possession, and demands that they be treated with 

justice and compassion.  Especially widows and orphans; 

there’s also specific mention of aliens.   

Jesus was dedicated to the proposition that all people are equal 

in the sight of God, equal in worth and equal in dignity, 

equally entitled as birthright to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness.   

God calls us, as God’s disciples, to work, and to pray and to 

give in pursuit of those goals of love and respect, of justice 

and peace, to which our society also solicits our devotion as 

engaged and informed citizens.  To that end, he has placed the 

Holy Spirit in our hearts, to guide and empower us for God’s 

service, and for the service of humanity and the common 

good, as disciples and as citizens. 



The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 



 

Prayers of the People  

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors,  
  and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice,  
   and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow,  
or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, 
   the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, 
    and all who seek the Truth. 

For Sean. our Presiding Bishop, and Jermiah, 
   our Bishop; and all bishops and other ministers; 
For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Hear us, Lord;  For your mercy is great. 



We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, 
   that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 

The Presider completes the Prayers with a Collect: 
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the 
earth for your glory, to serve you in freedom and in peace:  
Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the 
strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in 
accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



Confession of Sin 

In a dark and disfigured world  

  we have not held out the light of life:  

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  

In a hungry and despairing world  

  we have failed to share our bread:  

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.  

In a cold and loveless world  

  we have kept the love of God to ourselves:  

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 

Most merciful God, 
  we confess that we have sinned against you 
  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 
  and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
  we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
  have mercy on us and forgive us; 
  that we may delight in your will, 
  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Absolution     

The Peace 

 

 



 



 

The Liturgy for the 

Celebration of Holy Communion 

The Offertory 
The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture.  Offerings of bread and wine, and 

money or other gifts, are presented and placed on the Altar. 

Offertory  Hymn:   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xfYhLOZhpCo&list=RDxfYhLOZhpCo&start_radio=1


 

 



The Great Thanksgiving:  Eucharistic Prayer E 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you 
thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of 
mercy. 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing  
  and fed us with your constant love; 
you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ  
  and knit us into one body. 
Through your Spirit you replenish us  
  and call us to fullness of life. 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and 
with the faithful of every generation, we lift our 
voices with all creation as we sing: 

 



 
The Celebrant continues  

Blessed are you, gracious God,creator of the universe and 
giver of life.  You formed us in your own image and called 
us to dwell in your infinite love.  You gave the world into 
our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show 
forth your bountiful grace. 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in 
ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world 
around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one 
another, and rejected your love. 

Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way 
of salvation for all people.  Through Abraham and Sarah 
you called us into covenant with you.  You delivered us 
from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up 
prophets to renew your promise of salvation. 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, 
made mortal flesh in Jesus.  Born into the human family, 
and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory.  Giving 
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over 
evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 



At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 
be consecrated. 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ 
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 
it, and gave it to his friends, and said: 
   “Take, eat:  This is my Body which is given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and 
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 
   “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new 
   Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all  
   for the forgiveness of sins.     Whenever you drink it,  
   do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present 
to you from your creation this bread and this wine.  By 
your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of 
our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the 
Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters 
and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to 
come, we may praise your Name for ever. 



Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for 
ever and ever. AMEN. 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,  

 

  



The Breaking of the Bread    

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread 

A period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

I will confess you among the peoples, O Lord;  
I will sing praise to you among the nations.   
For your loving-kindness  
is greater than the heavens,  
and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Communion Hymn:   The Hymnal, 1982 # 521 

1 Put forth, O God, thy Spirit's might 

and bid thy Church increase, 

in breadth and length, in depth and height, 

her unity and peace. 

2 Let works of darkness disappear 

before thy conquering light; 

let hatred and tormenting fear 

pass with the passing night. 

3 Let what apostles learned of thee 

be ours from age to age; 

their steadfast faith our unity, 

their peace our heritage. 

4 O Judge divine of human strife! 

O Vanquisher of pain! 

To know thee is eternal life, 

to serve thee is to reign 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gW3_Czu_6jw&list=RDgW3_Czu_6jw&start_radio=1


 

Post-communion Prayer 

God of wisdom, 

  receive all we offer you this day. 

Enrich our lives with the gifts of your Spirit, 

  that we may follow the way of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  and serve one another in freedom. 

We ask this in his name.  amen 

Blessing & Dismissal 

God’s Blessing be with you, 

Christ’s peace be with you, 

the Spirit’s outpouring be with you, 

now and always. Amen. 
 



 

 

Parting  Hymn:    
 

Words changed for Gloria Dei service 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svf7D35j1pA&list=RDsvf7D35j1pA&start_radio=1


 

 

 

Texts from The Book of Common Prayer (Church Hymnal Corporation),  

Enriching Our Worship: Supplemental Liturgical material prepared by the standing liturgical commission  Copyright © 1998 

by the Church Pension Fund, with blanket permission for local use. 

The Book of Alternative Services of the Anglican Church of Canada.  Copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the 

Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a 

ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library.  

and other sources as noted below. 

Public domain hymns/ tunes compliments of the Cyber Hymnal. 

Unless otherwise indicated, copyrighted musical resources are used by permission under OneLicense.net License #A-713733 

The Scripture quotations contained herein (Jeremiah 28:5-9; Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42) are from the New Revised 

Standard Version of the Bible, copyright ©1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and are used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Gathering Hymn: “O praise the gracious power” 

  Words:  Thomas H. Troeger (1945-2022) , alt© 

  Music: Christpraise Ray,   Carol Doran (1936-2023) 

       Copyright © 1985 (text) and 1984 (music) Oxford U iversity Press 

Psalm 89:-14, 15-18: 

   Words: A New Metrical Psalter: New Revised Lectionary Edition 

       by Christopher L. Webber.  Copyright © 2008 by Christopher L. Webber 

       Used by permission granted with purchase of book. 

   Music:  Jerusalem, Charles Hubert Hastings Parrey (1848-1918)  (P.D.) 

Sequence Hymn:  “Blessed be the God of Israel” 

  Words:  Carl P. Daw (1944-) Copyright © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. 

  Music: Forest Green; melody English traditional melody, 

                Coll. & harm. R Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)  (Public domain) 

Kyrie Confession from the website of the Anglican Diocese of Blackburn, Lancashire, UK 

Sanctus & Lord’s Prayer from the El Shaddai setting for Ho  

     by Betty Pulkingham (1928-2019).  Copyright © 1975 Celebration 

Offertory Hymn: “As we gather at your table” 

  Words:    Carl P. Daw (1944-) Copyright © 1989 Hope Publishing Company  Music:  Beach Spring; the Sacred Harp, 

Mason, 1844;  

               attrib. Benjamin Franklin White (1800-1879)  (Public domain) 

Parting Hymn: “Yield not to temptation” (Public Domain) 

  Words (alt) & music:  Horatio R. Palmer (1834-1907)  

 


